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Report from the November Parish Council Meeting…Winter gritting regime by Norfolk 
County Council…Message from Thursford Fuel Allotment Trustees… …Christmas 
activities and dates for the 2017 diary.          

Notes from  the Parish Council Meeting 
held on Monday 14th November 2016 at 
the Methodist Chapel 

Welcome.  The Chairman welcomed 
members, NNDC Cllr A Green and NCC 
Cllr D Ramsbotham and five members of 
the public to the meeting.   

Cemetery Memorial Oak Tree.  It was 
agreed that the Ross family could plant an 
oak tree to the left-hand side of the 
cemetery adjacent to the cherry tree.  Cllr 
Ross advised that the tree would be 
planted by her son, in memory of her late 
husband, John.   

Litter Pick and Allotment Bonfire event.  
The Litter Pick was unfortunately held on a 
very wet morning. The Chairman had 
kindly provided bacon rolls and delicious 
coffees. Several bags of rubbish had been 
collected by the end of the day with the 
weather improving by late afternoon. The 
Allotment Bonfire had been a most 
successful event held at the end of 
October. 

NCC Cllr D Ramsbotham Report.  Cllr  

Ramsbotham, advised that the enquiry  

into the Kings  Lynn incinerator and the  

£35 million compensation had on a vote of  

31:36 been terminated. The deadline for  

the Parish Partnership funding was 16th  

December.  He wanted to know of  

problems which were still outstanding from  

works to bring the Dudgeon power line  

through the parish.  Two new wind farms 

were being developed in the North Sea 

but were coming on shore further to the 

east. In respect of devolution NCC  

councilors were debating the matter soon. 

NNDC Cllr Green Report.  Cllr Green  

advised of the internal problems with the 

CEO, Finance Officer and the HR  

Manager all leaving NNDC to go to work  

for Gt Yarmouth Borough Council. 

Concerns from Residents of Brick Kiln  

Road. Five  accidents along the road had  

prompted a call to Highways asking if a 30  

mph speed limit could be placed on the  

road.  The Parish Council agreed to write  

to NCC to see if this could be arranged by  

NCC. 

Church Track – Modification of the  

Definitive Footpath Map. Residents of  

Brick Kiln Road asked if blue badge  

holders could be given permission to use  

the Church Track. The Clerk would advise  

NCC of this request. A resident of Balls  

Lane  wished to complete an evidence  

form for use of the Church Track by MPV’s  



      during the years 2001 – 06. The Parish 
Clerk explained why NCC were unwilling 
to progress the request for the 
modification to include MPV’s.  This was 
because insufficient vehicular use had 
been evidenced during the years 2001 - 
2006. 

The Chairman read the e mail received 
from the NCC Footpath officer dated 2nd 
November in which it advised that 
research and a site visit would be the next 
stage of the process.  He said it was 
unlikely that anything further would be 
heard for a year.  Cllr Yerby advised that 
the Diocesan would be responding to NCC 
concerning the Modification Application.  

Clarks Lane Drainage.  The Chairman 
advised that a meeting on 5thJanuary at 
2.30 p.m. had been arranged with Wm 
Moorfoot Ltd.  Their engineer, Paul Bush 
and the landowners and himself would 
meet on site to discuss Moorfoot’s 
proposal for the reduction of water in the 
Lane.  The invitation to the meeting was 
extended to Henry Cushing. 

Parish Partnership Grant. Members 
considered applying for a grant to erect a 
Thursford Green sign  on the Walsingham 
Road.  It was noted that NCC had advised 
that this would be the same cost as the 
sign in North Lane.  On a proposal  by Cllr 
Jenkinson it was  agreed to include £250 
in the budget for the sign and the Clerk 
was asked to apply for a Parish 
Partnership 50% grant for the sign. 

Clarks Lane/North Lane Road Closure  
15th November.  It was noted that there 
was a 2 day road closure for works by BT 
(installing  an underground structure). This 
was thought to be works requested by the 
Museum for Broadband, although 
Superfast was not programmed in 
Thursford until 2018. 

Signs NNDC had refused to reinstate 
Cemetery Road sign as there are no 
houses in the road.  Cllr Green would ask 
NNDC if they could install a new sign on 
the Hindringham end of the road.  The old 
road name sign had been knocked down. 

Second Homes Council Tax 
investigations by parishes. The Clerk 

advised of her meeting (along with other 
Executive Committee members of the 
North Norfolk Parish and Town Council 
Forum) with Norman Lamb MP to discuss 
the allocations of funds from Second 
Homes Council Tax.  A reply from the 
CEO of NCC advised that NCC was 
retaining the money for their own use in 
projects not connected with North Norfolk 
while NNDC had advised that they had 
allocated only 17.4% of their income from 
Second Homes to community projects. 
The rest was being put into their own 
reserve funds.  

Planning matters. 

It was noted that planning permission for 
Ref  PF/16/0971 Holly Lodge, 1 The Street 
for Mr J Bolam, had been give. 

Finance matters. 

Payments made were: 26th Sept Cheque 
No 451 £15.43 NNDC for the September 
Tablet; 14th Nov Cheque No 452 S 
Jenkinson Plants for the Village Green 
12.98; Cheque No 453 ICO Annual 
Renewal £35.00; Dated 31st Dec D Dann 
Salary for quarter Oct-Dec £132.10; 
HMRC ITX for quarter Oct-Dec £32.40. 
Receipts were noted £100.00 Interment of 
Ashes for the late Frank Oglesby and 
£100 Re-inscription of memorial (non 
parishioner) Balance in the bank at 13th 
October £9835.32 

The Budget for the Financial Year 2017/18 
was considered. The Clerk’s salary would 
be raised in the next financial year. It was 
agreed to keep the precept at the same 
amount. 

Items for inclusion in the Tablet. Cllr 
Yerby advised that he was going to see 
the Church Architect, Nick Warnes, to 
enable a faculty application to be 
submitted for drainage work and for the 
installation of a servery and toilet. An 
Italian evening was planned in January 
2017. The  date of the next Parish Council 
meetings were noted as  9th Jan 2017; 27th 
Mar; 15th May; 4th Sept; 13th Nov   

 

 



Winter is here again!…………
The first significant cold weather of the 
season arrived on Friday 18th November, 
with road surface temperatures dipping 
below freezing throughout most of Norfolk. 
 
Norfolk County Council’s fleet of gritting 
lorries responded to this by going out at 6pm 
to treat more than 2,000 miles of the 
county’s roads with a specially formulated 
salt designed to prevent ice forming on the 
road surface. More than a third of Norfolk’s 
roads are on the council’s 49 regular gritting 
routes, including all A and B-class roads and 

some C-class roads, and each route takes 
around three hours for a gritter lorry to treat. 
The A11, A47 and A12 are gritted by 
Highways England. Every year when the 
weather gets cold, Norfolk County Council 
launches its Norfolk Winter information-
sharing campaign, designed to help people 
in the county cope during the colder months. 
Regular gritting updates and other useful 
advice are posted on social media channels, 
using the #norfolkwinter hashtag on Twitter 
and on the Norfolk Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/norfolkcc) 

Struggling to pay for winter fuel? 

If you are finding that paying for winter fuel is a struggle, or you know someone who is 

having difficulty to pay for the electricity or fuel they need to keep warm, we may be able to 

help. The Thursford Fuel Allotment Charity is able to make a small grant towards winter fuel 

payments. If you do not already receive a payment and would like to apply please call 

Derek Lee on 01328 878282 or email fuelallotment@btinternet.com 

Macmillan Thankyou! Many thanks from 
Steve and Sylvia Yerby for the support 
they received at their Macmillan Coffee 
morning on 1st October.  Including some 
Gift Aid, nearly £400 was raised for 
Macmillan. 

 

Bill’s boot full of food destined for Fakenham 
Food Bank! 

 

 

 
Harvest  Supper. About 40 people came 
to the Harvest Supper held at St. Andrews 
Parish Church  on  Thursday 15th 
September after the Harvest Festival 
service. Bill and Jan raised  £67.00 in the 
collection which was used to buy food for 
the Food Bank at Fakenham. A big thank 
you to Jan for organising this, and  she  
was able to get all the food at wholesale 
prices! This included cans of soup, baked 
beans, carrots, stewing steak, rice 
pudding as well as bags of pasta and jars 
of jam!  They filled Bill's boot!  The food 
was dropped off at the Salvation Army 
Charity shop in Fakenham who were 
delighted to receive it.  Many thanks to all 
who contributed.

. 

 



SEASONAL WREATHS 

Hang on your outside doors – a great way to welcome your visitors 

Place on the graves of your loved ones 

Great gift for friends and family 

Standard size £6, larger round £8; deluxe heart shaped £12 

Please order in advance, or available at the Double Octave Church Concert  

on 8th December 

Profits will be donated to the St Andrews Re-development Fund 

Tel 01328 878196 

Dates for your Diary  
 
Holt Christmas Lights Switch On event  
Wednesday 30th November at 5.00 p.m.  
 
Wells Tide Christmas Festival Saturday 3rd December from 10.00 
 
Christmas  Concert at  St. Andrew’s  with Double Octave 8th December at 7 p.m. Stay on for 
refreshment – mulled wine and mince pies. 

Thursford Methodist Carol Service.  6.30 p.m. on Sunday, 18th December, 2016, to be 
followed by mince pies and mulled wine at Holly Lodge. 
 
Carols in the Barn.  Middle Farm 4.30 p.m. on Friday 16th December 
 
Christmas Day Service at St Andrew’s at 11 a.m. with mince pies and mulled wine 
afterwards 
Cromer New Year’s Day Firework Event (Fireworks are launched off the Pier weather 
permitting) 5.00 p.m. 
 
 

 

Italian Evening 
 in Hindringham  Village  Hall  

on Saturday 7th January at 7.00 for 7.30 p.m.  

  Organised by the Friends of St. Andrew’s.  

 Two  courses  for £10.00. Please bring your  own  wine.  

 Booking  essential  through Jeremy and Gill Bolam on 878465. 

 

Ed’s Note – you don’t have to bring your own food.  Several people have volunteered to 
make delicious Italian dishes. So you can choose your meal when you arrive.  
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